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Finding Library Catalogue Materials

York University Libraries use the Library of Congress Classification call number system to organize most of their
materials on shelves (sometimes called stacks).

To find materials, record the call number from the catalogue. For example, the call number PR 468 S34 E64 2008
would be found in the P section of the relevant library and would be read as follows:

How to read a call number

Read the first line
alphabetically

Read the second line as a
whole number

For the third line, read the
letter alphabetically and
the number as a decimal (e.g. $.34)

Subsequent alphanumeric
lines read the same as the
third line

The year of publication is
read chronologically.

The item with this call number would be filed as per the example below:

How call numbers are ordered on a shelf

P |=#(pa |=P|PH |[=P|PR PR PR PR PR PR
27 5 6250 224 | = (465 | = |468 468 468 468
B26 C73 AT B27 B29 5204 | =g | 534 534 534
T8 ws ca22 F3z T8 Ba8 B7 | =g |E64 | g=|G2
2005 2002 1886 2010 2005 2012 1997 2008 2002

Special formats, such as government documents, maps and audiovisual materials use different classification systems.
If you are unsure about where a section for a particular call number is located within a library, consult signs near the
shelves or inquire at one of the library’s help (circulation, research, or reference) desks.
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